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SURVIVING SEPARATION

PART 3
How To MANAGE CHILD SUPPORT
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manage Child Support

OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION ...
PAYING CHILD SUPPORT ...,

HOW TO STAY OUT OF THE CHILD SUPPORT SCHEME

PRIVATE OR FLEXIBLE PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS ..................
CHILD SUPPORT AGREEMENTS ...............oiin.
WHAT IS CHILD SUPPORT? .. ..o,

- Child Support is not paid to children
- Child Support should cover all normal expenses

CHILD SUPPORT FORMULA ... i

- Always check your child support assessment
- Taxable incomes

- Children’s details

- Contact CSA with queries

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ESTIMATES ..........

- Who can use an estimate?
- Contact CSA immediately if your income has dropped
- Keep track of income changes

CHILD SUPPORT DEBT .....coiiiiiiiii e

- Don’t get into debt

- Negotiating debt repayment
- Penalties

- CSA powers to recover debt

MONEY & KIDS ...

- Keeping kids out of the money battle
- Money and parenting plans
- Money and parenting ‘etiquette’

MANAGING CSA ...

- Take charge of your case

- Choose the best contact time for you

- Know your obligations and rights

- Phone or write?

- Get help if unsure

HOW TO STICK UP FOR YOURSELF ..................col.
- Complaints

- The change of assessment process

- Objections

- The Ombudsman

- Compensation

- The Social Security Appeals Tribunal (SSAT)
- The Family Court

- Your Member of Parliament

- Doing nothing

FINALLY
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