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When any of us become involved in the Family Law ‘System’ we often feel that 
the scales of justice are tipped against us. We hope that this information will 
help balance the scales for you.1 We can only provide an outline of these topics, 
but hopefully it will be enough to give you some signposts to what you need to 
be thinking about and doing. 
 

OUTLINE 

 
The topics covered include: 
1. “The System” ………………………………………………………  5 

2. Separation and Divorce …………………………………………..  7 

3. Before You Go To Court ………………………………………….  11 

  3.1 2006 Family Law Amendments …………………  11 

  3.2 Parenting Plans, Consent Orders,  

   Financial Agreements ……………………………  12 

  3.3 Alternative Ways of Reaching Agreement ……..  13 

  3.4 Lawyers and Legal Advice (see notes p12) ………….  15 

4. The Family Court …………………………………………………...  17 

  4.1 Background ……………………………………….  17 

  4.2 Court Orders ……………………………………… 19 

  4.3 Property …………………………………………...  20 

  4.4 Children …………………………………………...  23 

  4.5 Court Process …………………………………….  27 

5. Appendices …………………………………………………………  31 

 
 
1This information was correct as of 1 December 2008 

An Important Notice 

This section provides general information only and is not provided as legal advice. 
If you have a legal issue, you should contact a lawyer before making a decision 
about what to do or applying to the Court. Understand also that laws change over 
time. Although this information was correct at the time of writing, some things may 
have changed. Always take legal advice and check information before proceeding. 
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